“The LORD God then took the man and settled him in the
garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it.”
			—Genesis 2:15

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what
you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body,
what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single
hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. ...
			—Matthew 6:25

“The Earth is protesting for the wrong that we are doing
to her, because of the irresponsible use and abuse of
the goods that God has placed on her. We have grown
up thinking that we were her owners and dominators,
authorised to loot her. The violence that exists in the
human heart, wounded by sin, is also manifest in the
symptoms of illness that we see in the Earth, the water,
the air and in living things.”
			—Pope Francis

God of all creation,
At the beginning of time
You placed a single mandate on humankind—
To be stewards of creation
To replenish and nurture through all generations
What you have made
We kneel today amid that same creation—
A world that is, in many ways, more splendid than ever
But, in too many ways, scarred beyond recognition
Turn us from our unmindfulness
Help out touch be light
Help us renew the world that supports us
So we may once more know creation
As it was in the beginning.
Amen
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